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new report released by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) revealed that
consumption of canned tuna has fallen. Researchers studied 80 tuna species and found

that the average yearly per-capita intake is down 27.5 percent. The reason for the
decrease? "Tuna populations are recovering," says Gian G. Carbone, director of food and
technology at the Stockholm International Water Institute. That's because conservation
measures have contributed to a 43.7 percent increase in tuna fish caught by industrial

nets since the late 1980s. Consumption of canned tuna was also higher in East Asia and
Oceania than elsewhere. Norway remains the biggest single consumer, with an average

of about 97 grams per person, but next year it is set to overtake Japan to become the No.
2 country. The United States is a distant third, with an average consumption of 59 grams
per person. The highest average per-capita intake is in Europe -- Norway at 158 grams.
Tuna populations are also close to recovering because global tuna catch (red numbers),
has increased dramatically (green numbers) over the past two decades. The highest per-

capita intake is in East Asia and Oceania. (Photo: Gian G. Carbone/Swi.int) For the first
time since the late 1990s, tuna stocks have reached desirable levels, after their trajectory

experienced a significant turn to the positive thanks to strict conservation measures.
"Tuna are a group of species that naturally follow the same pattern as other highly

migratory fish," says Carbone. "Their population drops during spawning season and then
they migrate hundreds of kilometers offshore or to more remote areas." According to
UNEP estimates, there was just one percent more tuna available in the ocean in 2008

than in 1997. Carbone believes that "if you draw a line through the past, you can see that
over the past 20 years, there has been a real increase
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