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store PC compatible .At the 4th International Congress of the International Society for
Schizophrenia Research (ISSR), over 200 scientists gathered in Prague, Czech Republic, from
February 28 through March 3 to discuss schizophrenia research priorities. The main objectives of
the meeting are to present and to share research data, to discuss the future of schizophrenia
research, and to identify the key clinical and biological future goals and challenges. Discussion
topics included identification of genetic risk factors for schizophrenia, using structural and
functional brain imaging, identification of neuroprogression in schizophrenia, predictive validity of
cognitive models, cognitive neurofeedback, and neuropsychiatric treatments in schizophrenia. ISSR
members were invited to submit to the meeting the abstracts and/or presentations of their most
recent research. Eight hundred forty-two abstracts were submitted and reviewed in line with the
scientific priorities of the conference. Abstracts included research on genetic determinants of human
performance, clinical and basic neuroscience research, cognitive neuropsychology, social and
cognitive neuroscience, neuroendocrinology, cellular neurobiology, and epigenetic processes.
Ranking the top-10 proposed future goals by the abstracts, the four top-ten goals identified by the
majority of the abstracts were: (a) to identify the genetic and environmental risk and protective
factors for schizophrenia, (b) to identify neuropsychological endophenotypes that could be used as
intermediate phenotypes, (c) to identify the mechanisms by which these risk factors lead to the
clinical phenotype, and (d) to develop new treatments through the development of new medications,
gene therapies, and other medical techniques. These goals are in agreement with the future
research goals for schizophrenia outlined in the NIMH Strategic Plan for Research. The meeting also
helped to better understand the work of a group of European scientists interested in the conceptual
and mechanistic understanding
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