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Tool.1.9GENEVA - Francis I, the patriarch of the main monastery in a mountain valley in
southeastern France, has described the latest sexual abuse cases unfolding in the church as a
“cascade of scandals.” Francis’ message was not meant for the shock-jock American media but for
the faithful Catholics back home who are discovering anew how the sexual abuse crisis continues to
unfold in the Church in France and beyond. "This is a great tragedy, but these things happen,”
Francis told Italian journalists in Rome in late February. "This is a cascade of scandals.” He used the
same term again at a news conference on Feb. 22 in the Vatican. The number of sexual abuse
allegations has risen steadily throughout the last decade as victims have stepped forward to report
alleged sexual acts committed by clergy or church workers in churches or schools. Last September,
the public Catholic Church in France was rocked by a new wave of sexual abuse allegations against
Franciscan friars. More than 15 of them have been arrested in a series of probes that have also
targeted the archdiocese of Lyon, France’s third largest diocese, which contains the archdiocese. On
Feb. 13, the Lyon court sentenced Fr. Bernard Preynat, who had been accused of sexual abuse of a
minor and is serving a life sentence in prison. He had been accused of taking part in the abuse of at
least three children in an adult education college he was teaching at in Lyon. On Feb. 19, church
officials revealed the arrest of another friar in Lyon – Fr. Bernard Mermey, who was arrested for
sexually assaulting a minor in 2004. He is also serving a life sentence. Mermey was one of the friars
abused by Yves Morvan, a former Bernardin College professor who died in prison. Morvan, who was
convicted of covering up the abuse he committed at the Franciscan friary in Lyon, was sentenced in
December to 26 years in prison. The Franciscan friar priests, who face a formal investigation by
France's National Court and a trial if the probe widens to the Congregation of the Franciscan friars,
are now on their second year in prison. The Lyon court also ordered the payment of a total of 14,000
euros ($17
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